CHAPTER XH
SOUTH AFRICAN TOUR

THE object of our tour to South Africa was the inauguration
of the British Empire Service League. This was very neces-
sary so that an Imperial adoption might be made to the
British Legion. At that time in the colonies ex-service men
were split up into different organisations, and were not
working in unity, just as had happened at home during
and directly after the war. I am glad to say that my husband's
appeal had the hoped-for result and the British Empire
Service League was started in South Africa after his visit.

We left England on the Union-Castle s.s. Edinburgh
Castle and were accompanied by delegates of the British
Legion. We enjoyed the voyage very much. Douglas and I,
however, were very busy preparing his speeches and putting
together the various maps of the battlefields where he had
fought during the South African War. He knew that it had
been arranged for him to go to the battlefields with some of
the South Africans who had fought against him in that
campaign. I was kept very fully employed because I was
acting as Douglas's secretary and was doing all his typing for
him and so we did not have as much leisure as we should
have liked. The captain of the ship, however, could not
have been kinder. He was very proficient at deck quoits and
we had many friendly matches with lum. Our cabins, of
course, were most comfortable and we were treated Eke
royalty.

Just before we landed, Douglas was suddenly told that
the Mayor of Cape Town wanted to speak to him on the
telephone. Incidentally this was the first time that the tde-
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